Swimming – Friday 26th November
Whole School Music lessons
will be held from 1.15 to 1.45 pm. Due to this time
slot we will begin lunch at 12.45 each Tuesday.

Term 2

Athletics - Friday, 16th July

ST FINBARR’S SCHOOL

Tuck Shop

Quilpie and District Carnival dates
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Families to provide Snack attack 10am, Morning Tea 11am
and Lunch 1pm

REMINDER
Important dates are listed on the front of the
newsletter can you please be sure to mark
these in your calendar.
They are updated with each newsletter
Under 8’s Day was held on
Wednesday. The morning
was thoroughly enjoyed by
students with activities
including collage, outdoor
play/obstacle course, sand
play and playdough, and
shared story books. Thank
you to the staff of all schools
for coordinating such a fun
filled and educational
morning for the children.

Please contact the office when students
are unable to attend school
Ph 07 46 215 200
Email - quilpie@twb.catholic.edu.au

St Finbarr’s
Banking Details
BSB 084 829 A/C 508 867 529

Term dates
TERM 1: 27th Jan – 31st March

Our students showing us the form that took
them to the Southwest Regional CrossCountry Trials in Charleville last Friday

Dear Parents and Friends

Important Dates
Attachments:
Tuck-Shop Envelope

June

9 WEEKS

21st St Finbarr’s Open Day

TERM 2 : 20th April – 25th June, 10 WEEKS

25th Last Day of Term 2

TERM 3 : 13th July – 17th Sept, 10 WEEKS

25th Pirate Day

TERM 4 : 5th Oct –2nd Dec,

9 WEEKS

July
12th Pupil Free Day
13th First Day of Term 3

Safe hygiene practices
Let's do our part for our glorious
state, please don’t forget to keep
your social distancing in place
and keep washing your hands

St Finbarr’s Student
Protection Contacts
Genny McNair
Danielle Porter &
Kerri Thompson
Counsellor – Karen Bruggerman

31 Jabiru Street, Quilpie Q
4480
Phone 07 4621 5200

Email quilpie@twb.catholic.edu.au
Facebook StFinbarrsSchool

www.quilpie.catholic.edu.au

23rd Q&D Athletics new date –

Changed back to 16th July

ISSUE 4
Orders can be made online
thru the Loop ordering
system or bought back to
school
for ordering . The attached
QR code
will take you to Book Club
website

23rd Mini Finnie’s begins

Orders due
11th June

‘“The greatest glory in
living lies not in never
falling, but in rising every
time we fall.” Nelson
Mandela

The students have thoroughly enjoyed Mrs. Marsh’s ICT lessons over the last few weeks. Kara has
approached the Quilpie Shire Council to use the robotics equipment at the Library. She has been
working with the Year 3-6 class with Ozobots and Spheros as they explore how these incredible devices
move and operate through coding. Bee Bots were recently purchased by the school for use with the
Year P-3 Class as an early introduction to coding. Thank you to the Quilpie Shire Council, Janet
Hennessey and Mrs. Marsh for making this possible. Mrs. Marsh is also working with Janet to link our
school borrowing system with the town library, enabling our students to access many more book titles.
We are continuously updating our library resources to keep up with the demand of our students and
this will enable our students to access even more resources.
Elroy, Lachlan, Stuart, Jess and Abbie, together with Chase and Cooper from Eromanga, competed in the
Southwest Regional Cross-Country Trials in Charleville last Friday. All students competed strongly with
Abbie and Jess coming in 8th and 9th place with times of 9 mins 6 seconds and 9 minutes and 7 seconds –
both taking almost 2 minutes off their previous PBs and only 30 seconds short of the state qualifying
time. Chace from Eromanga ran a fabulous race, coming second in a time of 7 minutes and 55 seconds,
taking over a minute off his previous time and qualifying for the state titles in July. Well done to all
competitors.
Reading assessments for all students were completed last week. Thank you to our teachers, staff and
parents for continuing to support reading at home and at school. 84% of our students have already
achieved the TCSO reading benchmark and the remaining students are well on track to achieve this by
the end of the year.
An Open Day will be held at St Finbarr’s on Monday, 21st June. This is an opportunity for the school and
wider community to see our school in action. The day will begin with classroom visits from 10.30 am,
followed by morning tea at 11 am and a Question-and-Answer session from 11.30 for all interested
parents and families. Everyone is welcome to attend. We will also be holding an information afternoon
for Early Years Literacy Development on Monday, 7th June. This is designed for parents of Prep and
Year 1 students, but we do encourage any parents to also attend.
A Master Plan Survey was sent from school last week to gather information from our parents, staff and
students. The Master Plan provides an opportunity to think strategically to guide the development of
school facilities for the next 10 years. Please return your forms by next week.
Warm regards

Genny

Gotcha tickets are given out each week when
students are seen to be following our school
rules and values. Actions may include caring
for each other, greeting other students, staff
and parents warmly or showing respect and
responsibility. Actions may also be following
the words of Mary Mackillop - 'Never see a
need without doing something about it.'

Gotcha Winners
Week 6
Nate McC & Zoe

APRE NEWS

Week 7
Digby & Jonah

This year marks 200 Years of Catholic Education in Australia. The first Catholic School in Australia was founded in October
1920 by Irish Catholic priest John Therry. The school, in Parramatta near Sydney, taught 31 students.

Students of the Week

Catholic Schools often had their beginnings in providing education to children from poor and marginalised families. These
schools often provided schooling to children who could not otherwise access education. This is particularly true for schools
begun by the Sisters of St Joseph. In the tradition begun by Mary Mackillop they provided education to children from poor
families in rural and remote areas.

The saying, ‘time flies when you’re having fun’ seems to be quite apt
because it is hard to believe we are at the end of Week 7 in Term 2.
In English, students have been developing their understanding of the
narrative genre by engaging with the Australian author, Paul Jennings. The
children have been listening to and reading a selection of his stories; One
Shot Toothpaste, Licked, Cow Dung Custard. The children even had the
opportunity of having Paul Jennings read one of his stories - ‘Don’t Look
Now’ - to them and in true Paul Jennings style a little surprise was awaiting
them at the end. Having exposed the children to a range of weird and wacky
Paul Jennings’ stories the aim is to have the children write their own
narratives. which they hope to publish and share.

Week 6 SOW
Cleo & Jess
Sight Words Wk. 6 Oscar
& Cooper
Sight Words Wk. 7 Oscar
Week 7 SOW
Kade & Jess

Coding-

Students in the 3-6 class have been learning about coding.

Coding is a great way of developing many different skills including sequencing,
problem solving, counting , planning and perseverance. Thankyou to the QSC for
allowing us to use the equipment . We now have some Bee Bots of our own
suitable for the P-3 class to use that Mrs. Marsh is very excited about

This Term in math’s the children have covered a range of topics; number,
fractions, area, time, and 2D/3D shapes. Students have developed an
understanding of fractions with involvement in hands-on activities and
using pictures and diagrams as visual cues. Continuing throughout Semester
1, the children are engaging with the online resource ‘Reflex’ to assist them
with gaining their number fact fluency.
Our HASS unit has involved the children developing an understanding about
the Age of Discovery and the reasons why individuals like, Christopher
Columbus, Ibn Battuta and Zheng He undertook such journeys. Furthermore,
students were exposed to the harsh reality of life in 17th and 18th century
England – via snippets from the movie Oliver Twist and the story of John
Walker. The Hass unit will be culminating in the children creating a
PowerPoint presentation focusing on an Australia explorer.
The Science unit – Change Detectives, has involved the students exploring
concepts such as melting, evaporating, dissolving, reacting, and burning.
The students engaged in a mock ‘crime scene’ set up in the tuckshop.
Stations involving burnt chocolate, frozen milk, Berocca tablets in water
were arranged and the children were tasked with using their current
understanding of solids, liquids, and gasses to determine if the materials
could be brought back to their original state.
Confirmation and the Holy Spirit has been the focus of our Religion unit this
term. The students used the knowledge gained in this unit to assist the
younger students and the school community in developing their
understanding of Pentecost during the Grade 3-6 Pentecost Liturgy.
The children have also had the opportunity to walk down to the Quilpie
town library and engage with the digital technology resources at the town
library. This has been a learning rich environment enjoyed by the children
and teachers.
Wishing everyone a happy last 3 weeks of Term 2.

Miss Wells

This information was gathered from an interview conducted by Stateline in 2020 with Sister Eunice Barry. There are a
number of words within this interview which we see in our Mission Statement – dignity; for children to take their place in
the world; to reach full potential. This is not by accident or mere coincidence. The Mary Mackillop tradition continues in
our school. Although the sisters are no longer present with us each day, their legacy is still here.

Congratulations to Elroy, Jonah and Lachlan (shadow) at
Charleville and District Touch Football Trials. They will compete
at the regional trials in Wondoan on 14th June.

Pegler Combined

3-6 Classroom News

Teaching was (and still is) a very important part of the Josephite tradition. Education enabled the poor to get back some
dignity, especially for the children, to take their place in the world. There is also a strong tradition for helping those children
who have difficulty with school and with learning, to reach their full potential.
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Our Vision
Living in Peace, Guided by Truth ,
Growing in Wisdom

